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Sexuality
and social |
problems
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0 a typleal Saturday a 9-
( year-old must have his

hair cut. Meanwhile his
12-vear-old sister hag n gym-
nastlcs class about an hour lat-
o7

Eioth children say they reed
new shoes. The parents dis-
agree. They relort that thefr
feet hurt. They all go off toward
the mall,

Everybody Is buay now, even
on (he weekend. All of gur time
is spent dojng th!n?ﬁ.

Later, the children drift
away. They plant themselves |n
frent of a TV and begin to
channel surf. They stop on one
with a steamy pornographic sex
scene In progress. The famlly's
cable subseription doesn't in-
ciude premium c¢hannels but
HBO comes through good
enough, ’

" Riveted on TV

Thelr eves are rlveled on the
TV as thetr emolions become a
Jumbled mess, They se¢ things
Lthey have never seen before,
fee] ways they have never felt
before. No adults are around to
allay their fantastes or réslilet
their thoughts; thelr hormones
flow unrestricted. )

This Is a scemarlp of life in
the '90s. Some say the tnflu.
tnees of (oday's eullure, more
permissivee than ever before,
are at the crux of our seem(n Ty
pervasive soclal problems. Oth-
ers conlend that children are
golng to do what they want.
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A related dispute rages
around the work being con-
ducled at the Kineey Institute
for Sex Research at Indiana
Universily in Bloornington. The
Institute conducts atudy inltiat-
ed more than a half century ago
by its contrgverslal namesake,
Alfred C. Kinsey. Kinsey was
bolh lauded and ostracized for
publisbing (nformation abeut
the sexual stimulation of ¢hil-
dren, some of them nfants,

“Orgasm has been observed
In boyn of every age from 5
months to adolescetice .., . .
Kinsey wrote In Sexual Behaus
#{orh in the ‘Human Male, .pu?-

shed 50 years ago. “Orgasm (s
inour recgrda ro?-g: femﬁi babe
of 4 months," .

He 13 one of the great Ameri-
cans of all time, belleves John
Bancroft, the Institute’s eurrent
director, Besldes, he cantends,
Kinsey has become the scape-
goat for everything from sul.
cides among the young'to an
Increase in rapes. He insists
that Kinsey never obsérved
children engaging In sex, but
Bancroft relents that Alfred
Kinsey apoke with children
about drawings of human’ bod-
fes that he may have provided.
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That's nonsénse .

Institute supporters, say
methofds used by the former
professor may be outdated but
his work rémains extremely Im-
portant. Rebert D. Gartdn,
president pro tem of the state

Senale, wrote thia to a Green--

wood woman who complained
about the institute's souree of
funding:

"l su ¢ a legislator eopld
propose language for the budget
to prohibit :glnatltutc fo?ax
Research from recelving any
state appropriations, Frankly,
glven the International repista.
tlon of the Inslitute, 1 know
there would be slgnlficant resls-
tance to this proposal, particu-
larly since the Institute has ex-
lsled for over 40 years.” -,

But State Rep. Woody Burton
of Greenwood believes that is
nonsense, Burton will Intro-
duce a resalution next week in
the House declaring that no
more publie funds be given to
the Kinsey Institute.

“My coneern 1s, aré they do-
ing something sclentific or are
they teaching sexuality. and In
my mind should the ern-
ment be supporting that kind of
aducation?" satd Burton,. “i
don't see the selentific advan-
tage of coming up with the con-
¢lusion that it's alright to just
go out and have sex with
whomever, whenever and how-
ever you want (o do it."

The Instilute has applied for
a8 federal grant to the Matlonal
Endowment for the Human-
illes, The monles would go to-
ward preserving access to re-
search pholographs,

Kinsey's director belleves
that If people were surveyed,
the majority would say they
aren! bolhered by a sexuality
research Institute,

That may be true. but pot
everyone has been asked,

Palterson is an editorial writer tor The
Star. i
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