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Sexuality
and social

problems
j^ES

PATTERSON
Onatypical Saturday 49-

ycfer-old must have tijs
hair cul. Meanwhile his

l2-y«ar*o)d sister has &
nastlcs cl;iss about an hour lat
er,

EkJth cliildren say they rtfi«d
new shoes. The parents dis
agree. T!icy retort that their
feet hurt. They Rlt go off toward
the mall.

Everybody Is busy now, even
on the u-eekend. All of our time
is a|>eni doing things.

Later, the chfldrcn drift
away. They plant themselves In
front of a TV and b^Jn to
chi^nne) surf. They stop on one
with a steamy pornographic Sex
scene (n iirogress. The family's
cabis eubscription doesn't in
clude premium channels but
HBO comes throuch good
enou^.

Riveted on TV

Their eyes are riveted on the
TV fis their emotions become a
Jumbled mess. They sec. things
Lhay have never seen before,
feel ways they have never felt
befbie. No adults are arounci to
allay their fantastea or restrict
their thoughts: their horoiones
flow unrt'strjctcd.

Thi8 Is a scenario of life" in
the '90a. Some say the influ-
rncoft of today's ctjllure. morc
permissive ihan ever before,
are at the crux ofour seemingly
pervasive social problems. Oih-
era conl^end that children are
gotn;? to do what they want.
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A Jclated dispute rages
around the work being con
ducted at the Kinsey Institute
foi' Sex Reaearch at Indiana
Unlverfllty in Bloomtngton. The

• Institute conducts atu^ InlUat-
i Pd more than a halfcentury ago

by Its conlr<5verslal namesake,
Alfred C. Kinsey. Klpsey was
i>oih lauded and ostracized for
publishing Information about
the sexual stimulation of chlh
dren, some of them Infants.

"Orgasm has be^n obstrved
In boya of ftvejy age from 5
months to adoiescence !•,. ."
Kinsey wrote In Sexual Behau»
ior fn the ilunxan Mole, pub
lished 50 years ago. "Orgasm ts
In our records for a female bafee
of 4 months."

He la one of the great Ameri
cans of all time, believes John
Bancroft, the institute's current
director. Besides, he contends.
Kinsey has become the scape
goat for everything from aul.
cidea among the young to an
Increase In rapes. He Insists
that Kinsey never observed
children ending In ftcJt. but
Bancrort relents that Alfred
Kinsey apoke with chlWren
about drawings of human'bod
ies th#l he may have provided.
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Institute supporters, say
methods used by the former
professor may be outdated but
his work remains extremely Im
portant. Robert D. Carton,
president pro tern of the state
Senate^ wrote this to a Green
wood u-oman who complained
about the institute's souree of
funding:

"I suppose a legiaJator could
propose language for thebu^et
to prohibit the Institute for^x
Research f>om receiving any
slate appropriations, riunkly,
given the International repiita-
t[on of the frtsiitute. 1 know
there would besignificant resls.
tonce to this propos^, particu
larly since the Institute has tx-
lated for over40 years."
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But Stale Rep. Woody BuHon
of Greenwood believes that t»
nonsense. Burton will Intro
duce a rMolutlon next week In
the House declaring that no
more public funds be given to
the Kinsey Institute.

"My concern la. are they do
ing something scientific or are
they teaching sexuality, and in
my mind should the govern
ment be supporting that kind of
education?" said Burton. "I
don't see the scientific advan
tage of coming up with the con
clusion that It's alright to just
go out and have sex with
whomever, whenever and how
ever you want to do It."

The Institute has applied for
a federal grant to the National
Endowment for the Human-
H(es, The monies would go lo«
ward preserving access to re
search p)>otographs.

Kinsey's director believes
that If people were surveyed,
(he majority would say they
aren't bothered by a sexuality
research institute.

That may be true. t>ul not
f ver>'one has been asked,

Pfilter^ is an editorial mitdrler The
$t$f.
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